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Tom Ogle, DESE
State Perspective
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Metadata Sources

× Legacy Systems ςMaintain compatibility with 
current systems. 

80 column card/screen constraints

8 character variable names

SSN stored as a numeric value
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Metadata Sources

× Formal Metadata Guidelines

Current State Government IT Standards

Database table and column names
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Metadata Sources

× Authoritative Data Sources

School District Directory table

Standard Codes table
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Metadata Sources

× Federal Department of Education Reporting 
Requirements ςEDEN  

Discipline reporting categories 

Migrant Education reporting categories
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Metadata Sources

× National Data Standards 

NCES Handbooks

National Forum on Education Statistics

Education Data Association Standards 
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Metadata Management

× Data System Manuals ςDocumentation of 
current systems in printable format. 

× Metadata Repository ςSingle integrated 
system designed to store metadata for all 
agency data systems including data collections, 
repositories and reporting systems.
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Beth Young, QIP
National Perspective
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What Standard Should I Use?
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Is it a question of type?
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Or a question of brand?
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What is a standard?

× Data definitions and code setsςConcerned 
with the meanings and contents (e.g., values) 
of data elements. 

× Technical specificationsςUsed by software and 
systems developers to facilitate interoperability 
between applications or to guide data 
reporting. 

× General guidelines/relationshipsςDescribe the 
relationships that exist between data 
elements. Data models are the typical source 
of such information. 
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How did we get here?

×NCES Handbooks

×Federal Data Collections

×Forum Best Practice

×Vendor Community

×NEDM

×CDS
Different 

Types
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²Ƙƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜέ ƻŦ 
national standards?

üUS Department of Education?

üVendor Community?

üStates?

üDistricts?

üAssociations?

üFoundations?
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Glynn Ligon, ESP
Historical Perspective
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Again

Please, no!

EDICS   NCES Handbooks
SEDCAR   NEDM

SIF   PESC   Common Data Standards
PBDMI   EDEN/EDFacts

SEA Standards  
Vendor Proprietary Standards
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Reinventing Data Standardsτ
Again

Please, no!

So, how are data standards set and 
managed across different industries?




